
Sector priority 

Health

Lives to be impacted 
153,300

Minimum Contribution  
$25,000 
£17,000 
û18,000

Duration 
3 years 

At the invitation of the Burundian government, Geneva Global is 
coordinating HIV prevention education and AIDS care in Rutana 
province. �is Fund will bring together the best community-
based organizations to conduct the work. Geneva Global will 
use the results to produce new baselines of learning about the 
regional impact of HIV and develop community tools to promote 
long-term health.

Elsewhere in Burundi, other agencies are conducting HIV/AIDS 
work. �e results of that work will be evaluated and compared 
with results in Rutana. �e goal is to provide clear evidence 

of what happens when local communities are empowered to 
promote lasting Life Change. In this Fund, exceptional grass-roots 
organizations will expand an integrated approach to: 

�is Fund will point the way to renewed health and economic 
empowerment throughout this challenged region.
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About 13,000 Burundians die of HIV-related causes each year, UNAIDS says, despite the fact that the tiny Central African nation has 
a population of only 7.5 million people. About 150,000 Burundians are infected, and the virus has left 120,000 orphans in its wake. 
(This photograph does not imply that the people shown are HIV-positive. Geneva Global does not disclose information about individuals 
without their consent.)
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Strategy

�is Fund will strengthen e�ective community organizations 
working in southern Burundi and demonstrate what can 
happen when local leaders are equipped to promote sustainable 
Life Change. Geneva Global will monitor and evaluate 10 
implementers working in three areas of focus:
� HIV prevention education. Implementers will boost 

awareness of HIV/AIDS and teach practical prevention 
methods through culturally appropriate models, such as peer 
educator training and the proven ABC approach (Abstain, 
Be faithful and use Condoms). An emphasis will be given to 
issues that a�ect women, with a focus on prevention education 
and counseling and testing services.

� Community-based care and support for people infected or 
a�ected by the disease. Compassionate care will be provided 
for the community�s most vulnerable residents. Interventions 
will include noninstitutional care for AIDS orphans, medical 
and home-based care for infected people, counseling and 
testing services, life-skills development and microenterprise 
for extended families.

� Expansion of community care capabilities. Recognizing that 
long-term success will depend on communities� ability to care for 
themselves, attention will be paid to strengthening the capacity of 
local community-based organizations in areas such as managing 
services, �nances, personnel, monitoring and evaluation.

�is pioneering e�ort will create important new baselines of 
learning about the impact of HIV in the region and contribute to 
the development of community tools for long-term health.

Impact

A�er a brutal 13-year war, Burundi is ready for recovery and 
confronting the challenge of HIV/AIDS. Essential community 
resources are tragically short of need and the consequences of 
severe poverty have fallen especially hard on remote rural regions 
such as Rutana. With a population of 291,874, the province 
currently has the country�s fourth-highest HIV infection rate.

Without social structures to support community health,  
HIV/AIDS dealt a crushing blow to people in this rural area. 
Since Burundi�s �rst HIV case was diagnosed in 1983, the 
epidemic has grown rapidly, making AIDS-related infections  
a top cause of death in the country, according to UNAIDS. �e 
virus a�ects more than health. It destroys resources needed for a 
healthy community. Jobs and education su�er in the wake of this 
devastating disease, with women and orphaned children su�ering 
the most.

Until now, the Burundian government has concentrated its battle 
against HIV/AIDS in cities. �is Fund shi�s the focus to rural 
Rutana. Community-based organizations are doing e�ective 
work there, but need their capacity strengthened. �rough this 
Fund, local leaders will build on their promising beginnings and 
establish projects for the government to evaluate and consider for 
future funding. Knowledge gained will be used to help turn the 
tide on HIV/AIDS throughout Rwanda.

Changing lives
Jeanne Ndikumasabo � an HIV-positive widow who lives in the Ngagara section of 
Burundi�s capital, Bujumbura � says, �I was begging for food and I had many problems 
with my children. [With support from an organization funded through Geneva Global], 
I have been doing small business and actually I am also supporting others ... I will never 
forget the good things [the organization has] done for me.� 

Benjamin Nkurunziza, 50, of Buhiga, Burundi, says, �Before I met [sta� of an 
organization funded by a Geneva Global client], I knew that I was HIV-positive and 
I was very bitter because of the stigma I faced from my neighborhood. ... When I met 
[the sta�], they brought with them people already infected like me. �ey shared how 
attending HIV prevention workshops have improved their living, they have been able 
to access the antiretroviral drugs, how they have been encouraged to start income-
generating activities to make their living. I was upli�ed. I joined the association of 
people living with HIV. Later on, I was elected to lead the association. We have access to 
small grants that help us do income-generating activities. I live positively. I know that I 
am no longer ready [to think] of dying today. I know that I can make a di�erence in my 
community despite that I am HIV-positive.�

Burundi
Population 
7.5 million

Population living on less than $2 daily 
88 percent

Malnutrition among children younger than 5 
45 percent

Life expectancy 
Female 46, male 44

U.N. Human Development Index rank 
167 of 177 countries
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